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OLLI AT OU SPRING 2023

Life Is Learning
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THE GOAL OF OLLI AT THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA 

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at the University of Oklahoma 

is dedicated to promoting lifelong learning and personal growth of 

older adults through a variety of noncredit courses. Our courses 

range from one-time offerings such as “Mornings with the Professor” 

to longer, more specific courses like “Senior Seminars.” 

OLLI at OU serves those individuals age 50+ who are curious about 

unique subjects and who love to learn. Our goal is to create an 

innovative learning environment that fosters learning through 

socialization of members and classroom discussion.
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THE BERNARD OSHER FOUNDATION 
The Bernard Osher Foundation seeks to improve quality of life through the 
support of lifelong learning institutes such as the one here at the University of  
Oklahoma. Founded in 1977 by Bernard Osher, the Bernard Osher Foundation 
has funded more than 100 Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes on college and 
university campuses all over the United States. Continued support from the  
Bernard Osher Foundation is contingent upon membership, so membership 
matters. To learn more about the Bernard Osher Foundation, visit 
osherfoundation.org. 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OLLI, CONTACT US AT:
(405) 325-3488 | PACS.OU.EDU/OLLI
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MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
OLLI at OU has met the initial 500-member goal established by the Bernard 
Osher Foundation. We must continue to have a robust membership in order 
to offer as many quality programs as possible.  

OLLI courses are open to anyone age 50+. Membership in OLLI is required  
to enroll in courses. Our members enjoy the following benefits: 

•  The satisfaction of supporting OLLI at OU while enjoying engaging courses 
from some of the university’s most interesting faculty

• Being part of a social network that allows members to interact with peers 
  of a similar age and background

• An invitation to a literary festival each semester sponsored by World   
  Literature Today magazine. The festival hosts events such as talks  
  by a visiting writer, panel discussions, theatre performances, musical  
  performances, and more.

•  Invitations to programs, public lectures and forums with OU’s Carl  
 Albert Congressional Research, and Studies Center

• A parking tag used to attend OLLI at OU courses

•  An OLLI at OU ID card that allows you access to all OLLI programs.  
It can also be used at Bizzell Memorial Library on campus.

WHERE IS OLLI AT OU LOCATED?
Most OLLI at OU courses are held in the OCCE Forum Building, located at 1704 
Asp Ave. on the OU campus. We do have a few courses that are held on the 
main campus in Norman. 

The OLLI at OU administrative offices are located in the Pete Kyle McCarter 
Hall Building, located at 1610 Asp Ave.

PARKING DURING OLLI COURSES
A parking hang tag is required to park in any multi-purpose parking lot.  
A tag is included with your membership. If you are attending an OLLI course  
in the OCCE Forum Building, please park in the lot on the southeast side of  
the building.
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WANT TO VOLUNTEER AT OLLI AT OU? 
If you are interested in becoming an OLLI at OU volunteer and assisting in 
coordinating OLLI courses from time to time, please contact the OLLI at OU 
office at (405) 325-3488.

OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE
Gifts to the OLLI at OU scholarship fund are welcome. Give now so everyone 
50+ has the opportunity to engage in lifelong learning. If you would like to 
contribute or learn more, call (405) 325-3488.

GIFT CERTIFICATES
OLLI at OU membership or course enrollment gift certificates are wonderful 
presents for family and friends. To learn more about gift certificates,  
call (405) 325-3488.

OLLI AT OU ON FACEBOOK
“Like” OLLI at Facebook.com/OlliatOU. We post upcoming courses and special 
announcements that our members will find interesting.

THE ERNA JONA MACDONNELL SCHOLARSHIP FUND
The Erna Jona MacDonnell Scholarship Fund 
has been established to provide OLLI at OU 
memberships to age 50+ learners so that they 
may enroll in OLLI at OU courses. The scholarship 
is need-based and awards are decided by 
committee. Those interested in applying for the 
scholarship should contact the OLLI at OU offices 
at (405) 325-3488 or celliott@ou.edu.

Erna embraced OLLI courses because they could increase the breadth and 
depth of her knowledge. No matter what someone’s life experiences or 
education might be, OLLI courses allow members to deepen their knowledge  
of a familiar subject or explore an unfamiliar one.
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Beginning Drawing 1 | $50
Kylie Anderson 

Fridays | February 3–24 | 10–11:30 a.m. | Online (via Zoom) 

This course is geared toward students with limited to no drawing experience. 
Required materials are pencils and paper, though the instructor will introduce 
charcoal and ink for those who wish to explore further. We will cover the 
basics of realistic drawing: How to capture accurate proportions and shade 
with a full range of value. We will focus on simple shapes and forms accessible 
to beginners. 

All lecture materials from Zoom meetings will be available for students to 
download throughout the course. Students can email images of their drawings 
each week for written feedback or speak with the instructor after Zoom 
lectures for verbal feedback. Intermediate and advanced students who wish to 
review drawing foundations are encouraged to join and receive feedback on 
any art project.

T he closest thing to traditional courses, Senior Seminars are as varied as 

their participants. These courses offer something for everyone. Running 

four to six weeks in length, each session is educational, fun, and inspiring. 

These noncredit courses offer adult learners an opportunity to gain insight into  

ART

SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN
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ART

SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

Beginning Drawing 2 | $50 
Kylie Anderson
 
Fridays | March 3–April 7 | 10–11:30 a.m. | Online (via Zoom)

This course builds on the skills introduced in Beginning Drawing 1, though 
complete beginners are welcome. Students will learn the basics of drawing 
accurate proportions, composition design, and how to create illusion of form 
for more realistic drawings. Required materials are paper and pencils, but 
students are free to use any drawing media. 

All Zoom lectures from Beginning Drawing 1 and 2 will be available for 
download throughout the course. Students can email images of their drawings 
each week for written feedback or speak with the instructor after Zoom 
lectures for verbal feedback. Intermediate and advanced students who wish to 
review foundational drawing are encouraged to join and receive feedback on 
any art project.

a specific topic and discuss their life experiences with other participants of a similar 

age. Meeting for about two hours at a time, the courses are a great way for adults to 

get out and become involved. The sessions are enriching and enjoyable and are led 

by some of OU’s top professors. Also, there are no exams or papers!
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Introduction to Landscape Art | $50  
Kylie Anderson

Fridays | May 19–June 23 | 10–11:30 a.m. | Online (via Zoom) 

In this all-level studio art course, you will learn to draw realistic landscapes 
using colored media of your choice. Any dry or wet media will work well. The 
class will apply color theory to help you create realistic and harmonious color 
schemes in your landscape artwork. We will cover how to use color to create 
illusion of depth and different techniques for rendering accurate proportions 
and textures. 

During group Zoom sessions, we will go over PowerPoint lectures available 
for download throughout the class. Students can email photos of their work 
for personalized feedback each week and ask questions during and after the 
Zoom sessions. The instructor will provide beginner project briefs, while 
more advanced students can send images of any art project they are working 
on for feedback.

SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

ART
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

The Sondheim Revolution, Evolution, and Solution – Part II | $50 
Marvin Beck

Thursdays | March 9–April 13 | 10 a.m.–12:30 p.m. | In-person

Presenting the continuing insight, chronicle, and works of Stephen Sondheim, 
the most innovative, influential, and most important composer/lyricist in 
modern Broadway history. 

His accolades include: An Academy Award, eight TONY Awards, multiple 
Grammy and  Drama Desk Awards, a Pulitzer Prize, a Lawrence Olivier Award, 
Kennedy Center Honors and a Presidential Medal of Freedom. His brilliance 
and genius have transformed popular theatre music and created a legend and 
adoration from all over the world.
 
This series will discuss the history and present highlights from award-winning 
productions from Follies, A Little Night Music, Sweeney Todd, Sunday in the Park 
with George, Into the Woods, and other ‘fun’ significant revelations and 
accomplishments.

FILM
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMANSENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

FILM

Is That a Tiger in the Boat? Magical Realism in Film | $50 
Betty Robbins

Tuesdays | January 24–February 28 | 1–4 p.m. | In-person

The artistic and critical perspective of magical realism has inspired cultural 
treasures in painting, literature, and film around the globe, and increasingly in 
American cinema and TV productions. Sensuous, enchanting, exotic, and 
always imaginative, magical realism allows readers and viewers an expansive 
experience in the mystery of life behind the surface reality of everyday life. 

This course will screen films from Germany to Central, South, and North 
America. Course members will examine the specific cinematic and narrative 
elements used in six films to dramatize the exotic depths of desire and of 
soulful being endemic to the magical realist approach. Discussions will center 
on how and to what purpose these films may be disrupting and transgressing 
ontological, political, generic, and geographic boundaries.
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HEALTH

SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

How to Talk to College Students | $50
Geoffrey Layton

Thursdays | January 26–February 23 | 10–11:30 a.m. | In-person 

Unfortunately, news about young people, particularly today’s college 
students, can be disturbing at best, especially to adults who have been 
working in the “real world.” This leads to questions and concerns and even to 
less than positive feelings about “what’s going on with today’s college 
students?”

The purpose of this course is to get beyond the headlines and learn how to 
talk to college students. As someone who has either attended or taught at 13 
different colleges and universities (and several high schools), I will be leading 
an exploration into today’s college classrooms and the students who inhabit 
them, examining some of the intellectual foundations of academic life and 
what it’s like to be a college student on today’s campus. We will study some of 
the key terms and philosophies that underly much of today’s academic 
enterprise (for example, math and physics can actually have a lot in common 
with language and literature!) such as post-modernism, deconstruction, and 
anti-foundationalism, ideas that have become a driving force behind much of 
what is seen as academic and cultural turmoil. 

At the end of this course, you should have a much greater appreciation of 
what it means to be a college student today – even to the point of wanting to 
have a conversation with them (including your own children and 
grandchildren!).
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMANSENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

HEALTH

How to Read a Painting and More | $50
Timothy Jones

Tuesdays | April 4–25 | 3–4:30 p.m. | Online (via Zoom) 

This seminar will consider visual literacy — how we read and understand 
what we see. Primary emphasis will be on how to understand paintings with 
examples being considered from varied time periods and cultures. How visual 
literacy applies to reading Dick and Jane, advertisements, and Dr. Seuss will 
each be briefly considered along with the main content about paintings.

Principles of Resistance Training in Seniors | $50
Brian Pribble

Fridays | April 7–28 | 10–11:30 a.m. | Online (via Zoom) 

This class will introduce the major principles of resistance training in seniors 
(e.g., specificity, overload, progression, etc.). Students will be introduced to 
common resistance training terminology and pieces of equipment. We will 
discuss how resistance training can be used to prevent sarcopenia and 
osteoporosis as well as other age-related chronic diseases. 

Students will learn to design a safe and effective exercise program. Each class 
will emphasize one of the four major resistance training goals (strength, 
power, hypertrophy, and endurance).
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

OLLI Discussion Group | Free

Wednesdays | February 22–June 28 | 10–11:30 a.m. | Online (via Zoom) 

The Discussion Group will meet weekly on Wednesday mornings for OLLI 
members who would like to share their ideas, feelings, and concerns about 
what’s going on in our world. The purpose is fellowship and learning together 
through sharing concerns and ideas while responding to others’ initiation of 
other ideas. 

This is not your typical OLLI course led by a faculty member. YOU become the 
leaders and decide what to talk about.

 

HEALTH
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

HISTORY

Introduction to Chinese Culture | $50  
Paul Bell 

Tuesdays | January 17–February 21 | 9:30–11:30 a.m. | Online (via Zoom)

This course will provide a six-week introduction to Chinese culture and how 
that culture affects how Chinese think and interact with others. A Chinese 
person’s sense of identity is based on shared cultural beliefs and practices 
that have developed over 5,000 years, largely free of Western influence. This 
common cultural heritage confers on distinctive ways of perceiving 
themselves, their relationships with others, and their relationship with the 
world around them. It makes Chinese holistic thinkers who view everything in 
terms of relationships in a constantly changing balance between opposites.

In this course, we will examine the various components of Chinese culture, 
including: reading, writing, and thinking in Chinese characters; a syncretic 
system of beliefs; the centrality of the family; filial piety and respect for 
ancestors; personal relationships based on human feelings and a sense of 
mutual obligation; dialectical thinking; and a Sino-centric world view. We will 
also look at examples of Chinese art, poetry, and literature as reflections of 
the Chinese outlook on life.
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

HISTORY

Religion and Society in the Modern Middle East – Part III | $50  
Gershon Lewental 

Tuesdays | January 17–February 21 | 1–2:30 p.m. | Online (via Zoom)

Critical to understanding the modern Middle East is an appreciation of the 
role that religion has played in the societies of the region since Antiquity. In 
this course, we will examine the way that religion has functioned in the 
modern Middle East, beginning by examining the political decline of Islamic 
states and the rise of Western powers that ultimately led to the destruction of 
the Ottoman Empire. We will then explore the myriad ways in which Middle 
Eastern thinkers, societies, and states have attempted to respond to modern 
challenges vis-à-vis traditional religious identity. 

Specifically, we will explore two case studies — Turkey and Iran — whose 
developments reflected the broader path from religion to secularism and 
back to religion again. We will conclude by noting the persistent interplay 
between religion and political rule, highlighting concepts that have been 
continuous since ancient times. This is the final course of a three-part series 
that has covered the ancient Near East and mediæval Islamic world, but each 
course is designed as a standalone unit and requires no previous knowledge. 

Caravaggio & the Catholic Reformation | $50 
Allison Palmer

Tuesdays/Thursdays | June 13–22 | 9:30–11 a.m. | In-person 

This course will examine the works of Italian artist Michelangelo Merisi da 
Caravaggio, with special emphasis on his work as it pertained to the 
reformation of the Catholic church in Baroque-era Rome. 
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

HISTORY

Communication in the Middle Ages | $50 
Susan Caldwell 

Thursdays | January 19–February 23 | 1:30–3:30 p.m. | In-person 

How was information imparted to people during the Middle Ages? Spoken 
information could be presented in a public meeting on a square, or in a 
sermon in a church, and spread by word of mouth among neighbors and in 
group situations like pilgrimages. Much epic poetry was sung. There were also 
written presentations in, for example, chronicles and liturgical writings, 
printed laboriously by hand and often decorated profusely on treated animal 
skins called parchments, some of which we will study. But who had access to 
these costly, precious manuscripts? And how many people could actually 
read? 

Because the third of the 10 Commandments (Exodus 20:4) prohibits the 
making of “any graven image or the image of anything in the heaven above, 
the earth beneath, or the water under the earth,” the early Church Fathers 
were wary of images. Yet no doubt because of the plethora of images in the 
ancient world, the early Christian catacombs and places of worship presented 
many images in painting, mosaics, and even sculpture. In the late eighth 
century, in answer to the Greek iconoclastic controversy, images were 
justified under Charlemagne as useful to educate the illiterate and to beautify 
churches. By the Gothic period, sculpted images covered building exteriors 
while their interiors were filled with the color, light, and imagery of stained 
glass windows. 

How did people read these images, and what happened to the spread of ideas 
with the invention of printing?
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

HISTORY

Architecture of Faith – India and Asia | $50
Sam Callahan 

Thursdays | January 26–March 16* | 2–3:30 p.m. | In-person
*Class will not meet on February 23 or March 2.

This course will examine the histories and architectural expressions of 
religious architecture in Asia and India. Beginning with the influences of 
animistic and primeval worship practice and place, this course will explore the 
development and evolution of worship and the built environment from eighth 
century BCE to the 19th century CE.

Classical Greek Civilization | $50 
Stephen Wagner

Thursdays | March 2–23 | 1:30–3 p.m. | In-person 

Classical Greece has been a model for the ancient Romans, the Renaissance 
Italians, and our early republic in areas such as government, poetry, 
philosophy, science, art, and architecture. After an examination of the 
geographical, historical, and political context of the ancient Greek world, we 
shall dive into these topics one after another and achieve an overall 
understanding of a part of history that I personally have found so rich, 
engaging, and inspiring.
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

HISTORY

Splendor and Squalor at Versailles | $50
Dane McDowell

Wednesdays | March 8–April 12 | 10–11:30 a.m. | In-person 

French kings reigned according to divine right. However, godliness was not 
always next to cleanliness at Versailles! The Sun King and his courtiers rarely 
took a bath. Hence, the fashionable use of perfumes. 

In addition to the lack of hygiene, the palace of Versailles was the scene of 
scandals that eventually led to the fall of the monarchy. Adultery, betrayals, 
swindling, murders, attacks, executions, and poisonings stained the dazzling 
lifestyle of the Royals. 

In this six-week course, explosive historical documents going from Louis XIV 
to Hitler will shed light on the “inside story” of Versailles. 

Medieval Music | $50 
A.V. Brittan 

Fridays | May 5–26 | 9–11 a.m. | In-person

Close your eyes. Take a breath. And imagine yourself in Europe in the Middle 
Ages! In this four-class seminar, we will explore the history and arts of the 
medieval era and listen to various pieces of music written between the ninth 
and the 15th centuries, specifically in France.

It truly is fascinating to see how music and musical notation have evolved over 
time! And yes, we will also marvel at the sumptuous cathedrals that adorn the 
old continent. See you then!
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

HISTORY

Quilts from Around the World | $50 
Sharon Schlicher 

Wednesdays | May 3–24 | 2–4 p.m. | In-person

In this class, we will explore traditional quilts and quilting techniques from 
around the world. Ralli Quilts, Bargello Quilts, and Bouti Quilting will be 
shown and discussed. 

We will learn how Hawaiian quilt patterns were made from the shadows the 
leaves made as they fell across the ground and how saris and sarongs are 
now sewn into exquisite quilted creations. We will illustrate how Bargello 
quilts are sewn using an illusion of movement and discover that these quilts 
are named for a famous palace in Italy. 

All over the world, societies have cultivated their own unique signature styles 
of quilting that reflect their view of the world around them. Quilts are made 
from flour sacks, old clothing, and shawls and into beautiful, unique, and 
useful pieces of functional art.

As always, class participation is encouraged. Please bring your quilts, quilt 
blocks, and stories of quilting to class so all of us can learn and enjoy this 
quilted tour from around the world.
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LITERATURE

William Shakespeare’s “Othello” | $50 
David Anderson

Wednesdays | February 1–22 | 1:30–3 p.m. | Online (via Zoom)

In this senior seminar, we will read and discuss one of Shakespeare’s greatest 
tragedies, Othello. A story of doomed love and racial alienation, featuring one 
of literature’s most remarkable villains as well of one of its most luminous 
heroines, Othello is both piercing and vexing. Over the course of four weeks 
we will work our way through the play, starting on the first week with Acts 
One and Two. Participants are encouraged to read the play ahead of time but 
are not required to. 

What Is A Poem? | $50 
Justin Sider

Wednesdays | March 22–April 12 | 1–3 p.m. | In-person

This course offers an introduction to reading and discussing poetry. We know 
poetry when we see it, but what is a poem for and what goes into making one? 
When you read a poem, what are you supposed to do with it? In this course, we’ll 
read some classic poems in English from the Middle Ages to the present — love 
poems, religious verse, dramatic monologues, prose poetry, and more — and 
talk about how poetry and ideas about poetry have changed over the centuries. 

We’ll also learn basic terms and skills for reading poetry: Poetic forms and 
genres, meter and scansion, metaphor, and other kinds of figurative language. 
By the end of the course, you’ll know more about how poems get put together 
and how they can be understood and appreciated. No need for prior 
experience, just an eagerness to fall in love with language.

SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN
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LITERATURE

SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

Jane Austen’s Greatest Hits – Part I | $50 
Lisa Seale

Thursdays | March 30–May 4 | 1:30–3 p.m. | In-person 

Every reader must have a favorite Jane Austen book, but do not fear — we will 
read and discuss two of her most beloved novels, one written early in her 
short life, Pride and Prejudice (begun in 1797 and published in 1813), and one 
late, Persuasion (published posthumously in 1817). Our focus will be on 
Austen’s craft as a writer, her rich vein of irony, her marvelous characters, and 
the historical period in which she wrote. We’ll also watch selections from film 
adaptations of each novel to consider what is gained and what is lost. And 
we’ll connect all with a look at our author’s life through selections from 
biographies and from the letters in which Austen could at times laugh in her 
sleeve at her own characters, and at others continue to imagine their lives 
even after their histories have ended with a novel’s end. For those who can’t 
stop at two Jane Austen novels, a second iteration of this course will be 
offered at a future date, with at least one sure hit: Emma.
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

Human Life and its Meaning | $50 
Mark Taylor

Fridays | February 3–March 10* | 10:30 a.m.–Noon | In-person
*Class will not meet on February 24.

This seminar explores how different western philosophers throughout history 
have answered the question, “What is the meaning of life?” Our discussion will 
begin with the ancient Greeks, who fought over whether true happiness depends 
on pleasure or joy. Later, we’ll look at the radical shift that occurred when 
Christian belief burst onto the scene and identified God as the foundation of 
human flourishing. 

Though dominant in the west for centuries, the Christian answer would 
eventually have atheistic challengers. Some of these philosophers would 
question whether there could be any objective meaning to life at all; others 
would take up their secular task with more optimism. Through this seminar, 
participants will be able to see how all of these historical answers to life’s largest 
question are still alive and influential today. The class does not require or assume 
any prior knowledge of philosophy.

PHILOSOPHY
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PHILOSOPHY

SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

The Dolly Parton Principle: An Approach to American Argument | $50 
Kalyn Prince

Fridays | February 3–24 | 2–3:30 p.m. | Online (via Zoom) 

If there’s one thing Americans can agree on, it’s that we love Dolly Parton. 
Uniting the nation better than any politician could, Dolly has become an 
American icon who practices what Dolly Parton’s America calls “Dollitics”—
staying away from controversy while still being a political figure. 

In this seminar, we will study Dolly’s life and work to discover how she 
remains uncontroversial and, perhaps more importantly, what she can teach 
us about engaging in respectful and effective arguments. We’ll analyze Dolly’s 
music and career to understand her values and motivations, crafting a theory 
about her worldview and investigating her approach to success and 
persuasion in America.
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Name:

Address:

City:     State:    ZIP:

Telephone:

Email: 

I prefer to receive my course confirmations by:

     Email  Standard Mail 

PAYMENT

     Check*          Visa    Mastercard     American Express    Discover 

Credit card number:              Exp:

Class Cost Total:

*Make checks payable to the University of Oklahoma.

Accommodations are available by contacting  
Chris Elliott with OLLI at (405) 325-3488  
as soon as possible.

All fees are due at the time of registration.  
We cannot accept payment for registrations 
at the OLLI at OU office. Registrations are 
based on a first-come basis. 100% of the 
course fee will be refunded if enrollment  
is canceled at least seven days before the 
program start date. After that date, no refunds  
will be granted.

OLLI SPRING 2023 REGISTRATION FORM

Please send 
registration form to:

University of Oklahom 
College of Professional and 

Continuing Studies 
1700 Asp Ave., Room B-1,  

Norman, OK 73072 

Registration and Records: 
(405) 325-2379
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Beginning Drawing 1 | Online (via Zoom) ...................................... $50

Beginning Drawing 2 | Online (via Zoom) ...................................... $50

Introduction to Landscape Art | Online (via Zoom) ..................... $50

The Sondheim Revolution – Part II | In-person ............................ $50

Is That a Tiger in the Boat? | In-person  ......................................... $50 

How to Talk to College Students | In-person ................................ $50

How to Read a Painting and More | Online (via Zoom) ............... $50

Principles of Resistance Training | Online (via Zoom) .................. $50

OLLI Discussion Group | Online (via Zoom) .................................. $0

Introduction to Chinese Culture | Online (via Zoom) .................. $50

Religion and Society in the Middle East | Online (via Zoom) ...... $50

Caravaggio and the Catholic Reformation | In-person ............... $50

Communication in the Middle Ages | In-person .......................... $50

Architecture of Faith – India and Asia | In-person ....................... $50

Classical Greek Civilization | In-person ......................................... $50

Splendor and Squalor at Versailles | In-person............................ $50

Medieval Music | In-person ............................................................. $50

Quilts from Around the World | In-person ................................... $50

William Shakespeare’s “Othello” | Online (via Zoom) .................. $50

What Is A Poem? | In-person ........................................................... $50

Jane Austen’s Greatest Hits – Part I | In-person ........................... $50

The Dolly Parton Principle | Online (via Zoom)............................. $50

Human Life and its Meaning | In-person ...................................... $50

Understanding the Death Penalty | In-person ............................. $50

U.S.-Russia Relations and Ukraine | In-person ............................. $50

SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN: COST PER COURSE IS $50 

PURPOSE CODE XCKO2023

YES! Sign me up to be a member of OLLI! 
Cost is $55 and is valid July 1 to June 30 of the following year. Membership 

is required to attend courses. PURPOSE CODE XCKO2003     

Already a member! 

YES! Sign me up for the following courses:

OLLI MEMBERSHIP 2023 
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Practice of Diplomacy | In-person .................................................. $50

Great Decisions 2023 | In-person | Tuesdays | OKC ................... $50

Great Decisions 2023 | In-person | Wednesdays | Norman ..... $50

Juvenile Justice in America | In-person .......................................... $50

Hey, You! Yes, YOU! | In-person | Mondays | Norman ............... $50

Hey, You! Yes, YOU! | In-person | Thursdays | OKC .................... $50

November 8, 2022, Election | In-person | Mondays ................... $50

November 8, 2022, Election | In-person | Thursdays ................. $50

Jesus and Gospel Literature | Online (via Zoom) .......................... $50

Beginnings and Endings | Online (via Zoom) ................................ $50

Interpreting Weather Forecasts | In-person ................................. $50

Major Earth Calamities | In-person ................................................ $50

Major Earth Calamities | Online (via Zoom) .................................. $50

Fundamentals of iOS | In-person ................................................... $50

SENIOR SEMINARS | SOONER STATION : COST PER COURSE IS $50
PURPOSE CODE XCKO2023

How to Talk to College Students | In-person ................................ $50

What Sort of Creative Are You? | In-person .................................. $50

Bruce Goff: Creativity Through Sketching | In-person ................ $50

The Revolution of the Historical Novel | In-person ..................... $50

Human Life and its Meaning | In-person....................................... $50

Major Earth Calamities | In-person ................................................ $50

MORNINGS WITH THE PROFESSOR | NORMAN
COST PER COURSE IS $5
PURPOSE CODE XCKO2023

Introduction to Autism | In-person .................................................. $5

What is Cryptocurrency? | In-person ............................................... $5

Lincoln the Engineer | In-person ...................................................... $5

Fascinating Islands, Part 5 | In-person ............................................ $5

Fascinating Islands, Part 5 | Online (via Zoom) ............................... $5

Oklahoma’s Women Prisoners | In-person ..................................... $5

OLLI SENIOR SEMINARS 2023 
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Understanding the Death Penalty In the U.S. and Oklahoma | $50 
Susan F. Sharp

Wednesdays | February 1–March 8 | 10–11:30 a.m. | In-person 

This course will cover fundamental death penalty issues. In the first week, we will 
cover the history of the modern death penalty in the U.S. and Oklahoma. We will 
talk about several important Supreme Court decisions and how changes in the 
composition of the Supreme Court have shaped the evolution of the death 
penalty in the U.S.

Week 2 will focus on the different stances of different faith-based communities 
on capital punishment. 

In Week 3, we will explore some of the major questions surrounding the death 
penalty. Information will be presented on costs related to capital punishment 
and deterrence research. We will additionally cover recent information on 
inequities in the use of the death penalty (race, sex, etc.). The death penalty has 
far-reaching effects.

In Week 4, we will examine the impact of the death penalty on family, friends, 
and others involved with persons on death row, both before conviction, 
post-conviction, and after execution or exoneration. 

Week 5 will cover exonerations, and we will examine the 10 Oklahoma exonera-
tions in detail.

SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

POLITICAL SCIENCE
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U.S.-Russia Relations and Ukraine | $50 
Rob Andrew

Wednesdays | January 25–February 15 | 9:30–11:30 a.m. | In-person 

This class offers an overview of U.S.-Russia relations over the past 200+ years 
with an in-depth look at Cold War tensions and the contentious relationship since 
the “re-emergence” of Russia from the post-Soviet morass in the Putin era. The 
course will also review the current state of the relationship in relation to Russia’s 
war on Ukraine.

Practice of Diplomacy | $50 
Rob Andrew

Wednesdays | March 22–April 12 | 9:30–11:30 a.m. | In-person 

This class offers an overview of how day-to-day diplomacy is conducted by U.S. 
Foreign Service Officers from the Department of State and other entities at our 
embassies around the world.

POLITICAL SCIENCE

SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

Great Decisions 2023: Understanding Key International Issues | $50 
Chris Sartorius

Tuesdays | February 14–March 7 | 1:30–3:30 p.m. | In-person | OKC

Wednesdays | February 15–March 8 | 1:30–3:30 p.m. | In-person | Norman

The world is becoming increasingly complex, and the many challenges facing our 
nation require greater fluency in global affairs. This course is designed to 
improve our awareness, understanding, and informed opinion on international 
issues affecting U.S. and allied security. We will use material from the Foreign 
Policy Association’s Great Decisions 2023 series to guide our discussion of four 
key issues. 

We will focus on the following topics over this four-week series: 
1) Energy Geopolitics 
2) Economic Warfare 
3) Iran at a Crossroad 
4) China and the U.S. 

Please join us for a discussion concerning major shifts in the global security 
landscape which will shape our world in the 21st century.

POLITICAL SCIENCE
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

Juvenile Justice in America | $50 
Kelly Tabbutt

Thursdays | April 20–May 11 | 1–2:30 p.m. | In-person 

This seminar will offer an overview of the history and present of juvenile criminal 
justice in the United States from a sociolegal perspective. Beginning with a 
discussion of the perception of “wayward” youths and the foundation of juvenile 
justice system responses to delinquency in the colonial era and ending with a 
discussion of the contemporary juvenile justice system, this seminar will examine 
changes and consistencies in the perception of juvenile delinquency and sociole-
gal responses to it. 

This course will attend to key issues in juvenile criminal justice, such as the 
school-to-prison pipeline, treatment of juveniles in adult court, and communi-
ty-based policing and corrections. This seminar will consider issues around 
juvenile delinquency and justice, including the construction of legal definitions, 
social responses to juvenile deviance, representations of juvenile delinquency, 
inequality and juvenile justice, behavioral and structural factors associated with 
juvenile delinquency, and the role of families, communities, peers, and schools in 
juvenile deviance and the juvenile justice system.

POLITICAL SCIENCE
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

Hey, You! Yes, YOU! Let’s Discuss, Cuss, Dissect, and, If You Want, 
Diss America’s Four Estates: Legislative, Executive, Judicial,  
and (of course) the Media | $50 
Cal Hobson

Mondays | January 23–February 13 | 1–3:30 p.m. | In-person | Norman

Thursdays | February 2–February 23 | 12:30–3 p.m. | In-person | OKC

In 2023 America, who is in charge? Who just thinks they are? Who is gaining 
power, and who is losing it? Do any, some, or all of the four elements of gover-
nance deserve our respect or rejection? If respect, how did they earn it, and can 
they keep it in a horribly divided citizenry? If rejection is your answer why, how 
and when did you come to that unfortunate conclusion, and is there anything the 
topics of this seminar can do to regain your trust, confidence, and loyalty? 

Our four sessions will be attended by journalists, judges, executives, and 
politicians. Together, we will listen to their facts and opinions, while doing our 
best to separate one from the other. Hard-hitting questions, politely posited, are 
not just welcomed but expected, and as your humble host, I’ll provide you with 
electronic handouts expertly prepared by OLLI assistant and OU graduate 
student Sarah Bowen.

As for our director, Chris Elliott, he’s in charge of everything else, but especially 
the taste and timeliness of our coffee, plentiful parking, and room temperature. 

POLITICAL SCIENCE
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

The November 8th, 2022, Election Results and What They May Mean  
for This Year and Beyond | $50 
Cal Hobson

Mondays | March 20–April 10 | 1–3:30 p.m. | In-person | Norman

Thursdays | March 23–April 13 | 12:30–3 p.m. | In-person | OKC

As many of you know, my motto in life is and always has been, “Often wrong, but 
never in doubt.” Well, I was tempted to prove beyond a shadow of doubt the 
veracity of such a claim by predicting, IN WRITING, who I thought would win 
Oklahoma’s statewide and federal elections in November 2022. 

Tempted indeed, but not enough to face the mountains of ridicule and humilia-
tion should I be massively wrong, so I opted for an alternative, less courageous, 
but still risky option, which is: Before our fall election, specifically the morning of 
November 3, I indeed predicted winners and losers, then placed my handwritten, 
notarized prognostications in a sealed, airtight, Funk and Wagnall’s mailing tube 
and provided it to the ever competent and completely conscientious OLLI 
graduate student Sacrosanct Sarah. 

We will open the tube on Day 1 of our Spring 2023 elections course, which will 
provide fun fodder for the entire seminar. Additionally, pollsters, political 
punters, campaign planners, as well as the winners and losers will also make 
in-person appearances to either revel in their newfound power and prominence 
or dwell in the depths of their doom, demise, and undoubtable debt. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to see grown men cry and similarly situated women 
gloat, and you can interpret that as either a hint about my selections or perhaps 
a clever diversion. 

Only Sarah knows for sure.

POLITICAL SCIENCE
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Jesus and Gospel Literature | $50 
Jill Hicks-Keeton

Wednesdays | January 18–February 15* | 1–2:30 p.m. | Online (via Zoom)
*Class will not meet on Wednesday, February 1

We will dive into portrayals of Jesus of Nazareth in gospel literature, including 
stories in and beyond the Bible, with further attention to Jesus in popular culture. 
In addition to four regular instructor presentations, a "bonus" conversation will 
be offered for any participants who want to discuss "Jesus Christ Superstar," the 
hit musical that is traveling to OKC in February 2023.

Beginnings and Endings | $50 
Timothy Jones

Tuesdays | March 7–28 | 3–4:30 p.m. | Online (via Zoom)

This seminar will explore myths/stories from various cultures about the begin-
ning and end of the world. Course content will include a sampling of origin and 
ending stories from The Bible, The Quran, and Greek/Roman mythology, as well 
as some stories/myths representing Native American and non-western cultures. 
The cultures that produced the stories/myths viewed them as being profoundly 
true. Emphasis will be on the stories themselves and how those stories portray 
eternal truths about the human condition.
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMANSENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

Interpreting Weather Forecasts  | $50 
Amanda Kis

Thursdays | May 1–22 | 10–11:30 a.m. | In-person

What does a 30% chance of thunderstorms mean? At what times do daily high 
and low temperatures occur? How are wind chill and heat index calculated, and 
what do they mean? What is the difference between partly cloudy and mostly 
sunny? How are normals measured? How do we interpret color bars on radar 
images? What are the differences among advisories, watches, and warnings? 
How far into the future can we trust weather forecasts? 

In the Interpreting Weather Forecasts course, we will explore where to find 
different types of weather information and forecasts and how to read their 
specialized vocabulary and charts, figures, and annotations. Focus will be given 
to finding information via websites, apps, and data available for free to the 
general public. Attendees are encouraged to bring questions and topic, website, 
and app suggestions!

SCIENCE
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

Major Earth Calamities: Meteorites and Comets, Floods, Black Death,  
and Mass Extinctions  | $50 
Ken Johnson

Mondays | April 3–24 | 10–11:30 a.m. | In-person

Wednesdays | April 5–26 | 10–11:30 a.m. | Online (via Zoom)

At times, parts or all of Earth experience a natural event that devastates vast 
areas or large numbers of the population. These events can be triggered by 
extra-terrestrial agents, such as impacts by meteorites or comets, or by phenom-
ena that originate here on Earth, such as great floods or plagues (the Black 
Death). If an event impacts a great population (humans or other life forms), then 
it can lead to a mass extinction. 

Every day, thousands of meteors enter Earth’s atmosphere, but most burn up 
before reaching Earth. Nearly 200 large impact craters (at least 300 feet across) 
have been found on Earth. Two famous ones are Meteor Crater (Arizona, formed 
about 50,000 years ago) and Chicxulub Crater (Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico, 
formed about 66 million years ago). The latter impact helped lead to extinction of 
75% of all species — including the dinosaurs. Floods have caused havoc and loss 
of human life. From Noah’s flood to hurricanes Katrina and Sandy, much devasta-
tion has resulted from nature’s wrath unleashed by storms and rivers. Black 
Death, a plague that descended upon Europe from 1347–1352, took an estimated 
25 million lives — one-third of Europe’s population — and it still exists today. 

Catastrophic events mentioned above can lead to great loss of life or even to 
mass extinction of many species of plants and animals. Five major mass extinc-
tions have occurred in the past 500 million years; each of these has led to 
extinction of 75% to 90% of animal species on Earth.

SCIENCE
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SENIOR SEMINARS | NORMANSENIOR SEMINARS | NORMAN

TECHNOLOGY

Fundamentals of iOS | $50 
Jeremy Hessman

Thursdays | February 16–March 30 | 9:30–11:30 a.m. | In-person 
*Class will not meet on February 23

Technology is everywhere in our lives these days, and no more obvious is it 

than with our phones and tablets. For Apple users, better understanding your 

device and using more of its features can make your life easier. 

This course will give users a basic understanding of your iPhone and iPad. We 

will cover the most general settings, common navigation on the device, as well 

as some security tips. 

We will also cover the following additional items: 

•Hardware 

•Contacts 

•Messages 

•Maps 

•Security and Location Settings 

•Siri and Shortcuts 

•Control Center 

•Notifications and their settings 

•Backing up your device (both on a computer and in the Cloud) 

•Camera and photo management 

•Home screen customization



PACS.OU.EDU/OLLI     (405) 325-348840

HEALTH

SENIOR SEMINARS | SOONER STATION

How to Talk to College Students | $50
Geoffrey Layton

Wednesdays | January 25–February 15 | 10–11:30 a.m. | In-person*
*Sooner Station

Unfortunately, news about young people, particularly today’s college 
students, can be disturbing at best, especially to adults who have been 
working in the “real world.” This leads to questions and concerns and even to 
less than positive feelings about “what’s going on with today’s college 
students?”

The purpose of this course is to get beyond the headlines and learn how to 
talk to college students. As someone who has either attended or taught at 13 
different colleges and universities (and several high schools), I will be leading 
an exploration into today’s college classrooms and the students who inhabit 
them, examining some of the intellectual foundations of academic life and 
what it’s like to be a college student on today’s campus. We will study some of 
the key terms and philosophies that underly much of today’s academic 
enterprise (for example, math and physics can actually have a lot in common 
with language and literature!) such as post-modernism, deconstruction, and 
anti-foundationalism, ideas that have become a driving force behind much of 
what is seen as academic and cultural turmoil. 

At the end of this course, you should have a much greater appreciation of 
what it means to be a college student today – even to the point of wanting to 
have a conversation with them (including your own children and 
grandchildren!).
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HEALTH

SENIOR SEMINARS | SOONER STATION

What Sort of Creative Are You? | $50
Sandra Tarabochia and Julie Ward

Fridays | February 24–May 26* | 1:30–3:30 p.m. | In-person**
*Class will meet February 24, March 10, March 24, April 7, April 21, May 5, 
May 19, and May 26.
**Sooner Station

This workshop guides each participant in answering the question, “What sort 
of creative are you?” by challenging the assumption that creativity is a rare 
gift granted to few and promoting the idea that creativity is an inherent 
human trait. Led by Dr. Sandra Tarabochia, associate professor of English, and 
Norman’s inaugural Poet Laureate, Dr. Julie Ann Ward, participants will take a 
deep dive into the habits of creative living. 

Curated activities are designed to reignite a sense of wonder. You will come 
away with new strategies and tools for observing the world around you and 
learn how to leverage your observations to discover new forms of self-
expression through creative practice. Through activities like memoir writing, 
mind mapping, intuitive sketching, body movement, guided reflection, and 
multimedia experimentation, you’ll begin to notice and value the ways 
creativity is already present and find new ways to express yourself creatively.

We are guided by three basic principles: The answer is always creativity, 
Everyone is creative, and Get curious! Drawing on Julia Cameron’s It’s Never 
Too Late to Begin Again, the course will focus on the following topics:
Week 1: Awe
Week 2: Community
Week 3: Integrity
Week 4: Empowerment
Week 5: Embodiment
Week 6: Courage
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SENIOR SEMINARS | SOONER STATION

HEALTH

Bruce Goff: Creativity Through Sketching | $50
David Boeck

Tuesdays | January 17–February 7 | 9–10:30 a.m. | In-person*
*Sooner Station
 
This is a course that engages sketching and graphics along with verbal 
narrative as a method for problem-solving. There will be drawing activities, as 
well as design and problem-solving assignments. 

This course is developed around Bruce Goff’s methods for teaching creative 
problem-solving. There will be a look at Goff’s architecture and his creative 
design process to design his residential projects.
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SENIOR SEMINARS | SOONER STATION

LITERATURE

The Revolution of the Historical Novel | $50 
Dan Snell

Thursdays | February 9–March 9 | 1–3 p.m. | In-person*
*Sooner Station

We will examine the history of the historical novel and the genre’s relation to 
the rise of nationalism. No reading will be required, but bibliographic 
suggestions will proliferate.

Week 1: Defining the Historical Novel
- Beginnings: Waverley by Sir Walter Scott, 1814

Week 2: The Historical Novel Catches On
- Manzoni, The Chosen, 1827, and his On the Historical Novel, 1845

Week 3: How Define a Nation: Russia?
- Pushkin, The Pugachev Rebellion (1773-1775), in The Captain’s Daughter (1836)
- Tolstoy, War and Peace (1869)

Week 4: Struggling Nationalisms
- Faulkner, The Unvanquished (1938)
- Shiba Ryotaro, Clouds Above the Hill (1968-1972)

Week 5: The Cromwell Cycle of Hilary Mantel: Wolf Hall (2009), 
Bring Up the Bodies (2012), The Mirror and the Light (2019)
- Nationalism and Stories: Stereotypes and Ourselves
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SENIOR SEMINARS | SOONER STATION

Human Life and its Meaning | $50 
Mark Taylor

Thursdays | February 9–March 2 | 9–10:30 a.m. | In-person*
*Sooner Station

This seminar explores how different western philosophers throughout history 
have answered the question, “What is the meaning of life?” Our discussion will 
begin with the ancient Greeks, who fought over whether true happiness depends 
on pleasure or joy. Later, we’ll look at the radical shift that occurred when 
Christian belief burst onto the scene and identified God as the foundation of 
human flourishing. 

Though dominant in the west for centuries, the Christian answer would 
eventually have atheistic challengers. Some of these philosophers would 
question whether there could be any objective meaning to life at all; others 
would take up their secular task with more optimism. Through this seminar, 
participants will be able to see how all of these historical answers to life’s largest 
question are still alive and influential today. The class does not require or assume 
any prior knowledge of philosophy.

PHILOSOPHY
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SENIOR SEMINARS | SOONER STATION

Major Earth Calamities: Meteorites and Comets, Floods, Black Death,  
and Mass Extinctions  | $50 
Ken Johnson

Tuesdays | April 4–25 | 10–11:30 a.m. | In-person*
*Sooner Station

At times, parts or all of Earth experience a natural event that devastates vast 
areas or large numbers of the population. These events can be triggered by 
extra-terrestrial agents, such as impacts by meteorites or comets, or by phenom-
ena that originate here on Earth, such as great floods or plagues (the Black 
Death). If an event impacts a great population (humans or other life forms), then 
it can lead to a mass extinction. 

Every day, thousands of meteors enter Earth’s atmosphere, but most burn up 
before reaching Earth. Nearly 200 large impact craters (at least 300 feet across) 
have been found on Earth. Two famous ones are Meteor Crater (Arizona, formed 
about 50,000 years ago) and Chicxulub Crater (Yucatan Peninsula, Mexico, 
formed about 66 million years ago). The latter impact helped lead to extinction of 
75% of all species — including the dinosaurs. Floods have caused havoc and loss 
of human life. From Noah’s flood to hurricanes Katrina and Sandy, much devasta-
tion has resulted from nature’s wrath unleashed by storms and rivers. Black 
Death, a plague that descended upon Europe from 1347–1352, took an estimated 
25 million lives — one-third of Europe’s population — and it still exists today. 

Catastrophic events mentioned above can lead to great loss of life or even to 
mass extinction of many species of plants and animals. Five major mass extinc-
tions have occurred in the past 500 million years; each of these has led to 
extinction of 75% to 90% of animal species on Earth.

SCIENCE
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OLLI AT OU | NORMAN

Introduction to Autism | $5
Mary Barczak

February 7 | 9:30–11 a.m. | In-person      

In this course, we will discuss the characteristics of students with autism 
spectrum disorder (ASD), including criteria used for diagnosing ASD, as well as 
how we can support individuals with ASD in our families and communities.

What is Cryptocurrency and How Does it Work? | $5 
Mary Carter

February 28 | 9:30-11 a.m. | In-person 

This class will examine:
•  What was behind the initial concept for the creation of cryptocurrency
•  Who is pushing its use
•  Who stands to benefit
•  How cryptocurrency is currently being used in the marketplace
•  How blockchain works and is used to create more currency
•  The problems created because of the method of generating the currency
•  The future of blockchain

We will end with a class discussion about the future uses of blockchain and 
cryptocurrency. 

MORNINGS WITH THE PROFESSOR
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OLLI AT OU | NORMAN

MORNINGS WITH THE PROFESSOR

Lincoln the Engineer: Education, Technology, and Innovation | $5 
David Sabatini

March 7 | 9:30-11 a.m. | In-person 

Abraham Lincoln is widely acclaimed as the greatest U.S. president. Less known 
is that, despite his limited education, he is the only U.S. president to be granted 
a patent. How could this be? Lincoln was a voracious reader, borrowing any 
book he could get his hands on; he had an insatiable curiosity, learning all that 
he could from not only books, but all that crossed his path; and he had an 
amazing technical acumen, teaching himself trigonometry, so he could work as 
a surveyor and studying Euclidean geometry to refine his logic and reasoning 
skills, which proved useful to his legal and political careers.

Lincoln pursued leading patent cases (e.g. the famous McCormick Reaper case) 
and railroad cases (e.g., a lawsuit regarding the first railroad bridge across the 
Mississippi River). During his presidency, Lincoln’s technical curiosity furthered 
the Northern war effort by incorporating new technology (e.g., surveillance 
balloons, ironclads, rapid fire rifles). Further, Lincoln’s innovation skills led to 
programs that propelled the U.S. to the technical and economic envy of the 
world (e.g., Railway Act, Land Grant Act establishing public universities, National 
Academy of Science Act). I propose that Lincoln evidenced all the attributes of a 
successful engineer. He was well educated in the fundamentals, skilled in 
understanding and designing technological advances, and adept at identifying 
innovative solutions to challenges before him. Thus, I put forward “Lincoln the 
Engineer.”
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OLLI AT OU | NORMAN

Fascinating Islands, Part 5: Manhattan Island | $5
Ken Johnson

March 21 | 9:30–11 a.m. | In-person      

This fifth and final discussion of “Fascinating Islands” will focus on a single 
island: Manhattan (New York, NY). Manhattan Island, built primarily on a 
bedrock of hard and tough metamorphic rocks, has supported the construction 
of some of the world’s finest skyscrapers. Many of the original native inhabi-
tants, members of the Lenni-Lenape (Delaware) tribe, have migrated to the 
Bartlesville and Anadarko areas of Oklahoma. Named “New Amsterdam” by the 
Dutch, the island was captured by the English in 1664 and renamed “New York.” 
It remained under British rule until the end of the American Revolution, when it 
was turned over to the USA in 1783. 

Although a fairly important seaport in colonial times, Manhattan became the 
nation’s commercial hub when barge traffic on the famed Erie Canal and 
Hudson River started in 1825: the canal funneled commerce to and from the 
newly opened Midwest through the port city of New York. Manhattan, which is 
one of five boroughs (counties) that comprise New York City, is now one of the 
most important commercial/financial centers in the world, and it has also been 
described as the cultural, media, and entertainment capital of the world. 
Manhattan’s resident population is about 1.6 million, but on weekdays com-
muters swell that number to almost 4 million. About 40 million tourists visit the 
island each year.

MORNINGS WITH THE PROFESSOR
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MORNINGS WITH THE PROFESSOR

OLLI AT OU | NORMAN

Fascinating Islands, Part 5: Manhattan Island | $5
Ken Johnson

March 28 | 9:30–11 a.m. | Online (via Zoom)      

This fifth and final discussion of “Fascinating Islands” will focus on a single 
island: Manhattan (New York, NY). Manhattan Island, built primarily on a 
bedrock of hard and tough metamorphic rocks, has supported the construction 
of some of the world’s finest skyscrapers. Many of the original native inhabi-
tants, members of the Lenni-Lenape (Delaware) tribe, have migrated to the 
Bartlesville and Anadarko areas of Oklahoma. Named “New Amsterdam” by the 
Dutch, the island was captured by the English in 1664 and renamed “New York.” 
It remained under British rule until the end of the American Revolution, when it 
was turned over to the USA in 1783. 

Although a fairly important seaport in colonial times, Manhattan became the 
nation’s commercial hub when barge traffic on the famed Erie Canal and 
Hudson River started in 1825: the canal funneled commerce to and from the 
newly opened Midwest through the port city of New York. Manhattan, which is 
one of five boroughs (counties) that comprise New York City, is now one of the 
most important commercial/financial centers in the world, and it has also been 
described as the cultural, media, and entertainment capital of the world. 
Manhattan’s resident population is about 1.6 million, but on weekdays com-
muters swell that number to almost 4 million. About 40 million tourists visit the 
island each year.
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Oklahoma’s Women Prisoners | $5
Susan F. Sharp

April 4 | 9:30–11 a.m. | In-person      

Oklahoma has had an exceptionally high female incarceration rate for the past 
30 years, about double the national rate. In fact, until the past couple of years, 
Oklahoma has had the highest female incarceration rate in the country. We 
have currently moved to number two, just behind Idaho. However, that is 
somewhat deceptive. Our prison population went down after SQs 780 and 781 
passed, but our county jail population increased. 

This Morning with the Professor will look at a few of the factors that have 
consistently contributed to our high rate of imprisoning women. We will look at 
the types of crimes women are imprisoned for, how Oklahoma compares with 
other states, and how factors such as poverty, child abuse, domestic violence, 
and men’s criminality contribute. We will also briefly look at laws and policies in 
the state that have helped give us this dubious distinction.

OLLI AT OU | NORMAN

MORNINGS WITH THE PROFESSOR
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