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Jonas Arjes is Executive Director of the Taney County Partnership, providing 
fundamental economic development services for the entire county 
uniquely located in the Branson, Missouri region since 2012.  Jonas led the 
formation of the Partnership and the Taney County Enhanced Enterprise 
Zone (EEZ).  He spearheaded the county’s first Strategic Plan for Economic 
Development, a targeted industry analysis and labor shed analysis.   
 
In what some may view as a short tenure in economic development, Jonas 
is well known throughout the region and state for his progressive approach 
to rural economic and community development, workforce development 
and his leadership capabilities.  He’s assisted major employers, representing 
over one hundred rural jobs, deal with catastrophic fires resulting in 

retaining their businesses.  Additionally, Jonas has worked on 26 new/expansion projects accounting 
for over 660 new jobs and over $450 million in capital investment.   Jonas has shared his insights and 
knowledge in economic and community development through leading regional and statewide training 
workshops and speaking engagements.   The Missouri Economic Development Council (MEDC) 
recognized Jonas as Missouri’s Professional Economic Developer of the Year in 2016. 
 
He managed the campaign to annex the Branson School District into the Ozarks Technical Community 
College (OTC) district in 2015 with 69% voter approval.  Efforts in the county to renew an existing as 
well as add a new tax levy for OTC in the spring of 2018 was made possible through Jonas’ Leadership.  
Jonas has worked and assisted in a wide range of projects from mountain coasters to a two-hundred-
foot-tall thrill ride tower and relocating a ferris wheel from the Navy Pier in Chicago to Branson.  
 
Jonas currently serves as an officer for the MEDC Board of Directors.  He serves on the Hawthorn 
Foundation Board of Directors, which provides support to the Missouri Governor’s Office for trade 
missions as well as The Missouri Partnership’s contract with the Missouri Department of Economic 
Development to provide business attraction functions for the state.  Regionally and locally he serves 
as the President of the Ozarks Regional Community Development Corporation, Advisory Board of the 
Springfield Regional Economic Partnership, Secretary/Treasurer for Taney County Industrial 
Development Authority and Administrator of the Taney County EEZ. 
 
Previously, Jonas worked as a Corporate Account Executive for a regional independent insurance 
brokerage, and prior to that owned and operated a small business. He earned a BS in Administrative 
Management at Missouri State University in 1991. More recently, Jonas became certified as an 
Economic Development Finance Professional (EDFP) in 2013 and completed the University of 
Oklahoma Economic Development Institute (OU/EDI) in 2015. He attained his IEDC Certified Economic 
Developer (CEcD) designation in January 2018. Jonas and his wife Jennifer, a reading recovery teacher 
at Branson’s Cedar Ridge Elementary, have been married for 14 years and have 3 children, Annika 
(13), Anders (11) and Oskar (9). 


